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In the spring of 2014 Friends of Petrie Island organization was awarded a grant from Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to support their Native Flora Program.  The program's objectives were to increase the adult 
programming, protect and enhance the Nature Reserve through invasive species removal and 
wildscaping and repair trail amenities.   This would be done in part through an effort to increase 
volunteers and members and to attract more visitors to the island.

Friends of Petrie Island hired a Native Flora Program coordinator in April to lead the programming and 
organize the effort for the delivery of this program.  The Native Flora Program coordinator organized 
new Adult events, including a Nature Walk series (with 4 walks + 1 free Jane's Walk), coordinated with 
the Kayak Summer camps to add some nature programming, involved new organizations including the 
Children's International Summer Village, a local geocaching club and Rout/e poetry organization.  Six 
events were held to protect the island's flora that included clean-ups, invasives species removals and 
wrapping trees.  Efforts to increase members, volunteers and fundraising were done throughout the year 
and proved to be effective.  Details about each component of the Native Flora Program follow.

FUNDRAISING

Fund raising was a key component to help the organization raise more funds so that it can continue to 
offer more programs in the future.  It was done throughout the year, through donations, book sales, 
memberships and events.  FOPI held two clean-up dates, one free Jane's Walk outing, three FOPI 
events (Turtle Day, River Day, public Monarch Presentation at Annual General Meeting) and led two 
private tours (City of Ottawa and Ottawa Stewardship Council).  One event that was normally held (e-
waste day) was not held as there were concerns about resources but new opportunities will be explored 
for 2015.

MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 

Membership had been stalled in the past couple of years for the organization and there was the need to 
revitalize the membership for both monetary support and human resources also.  The membership was 
increased more than 100% this year.  For 2013 FOPI had 6 paying members and in 2014 the number of 
memberships was 22: 18 individuals and 4 family memberships.  Much of the increase came from 
interest of those who were participating in the various programs: Junior Naturalists, Adult Nature Tours 
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and new opportunities to volunteer.  Marketing for events, activities and membership opportunities was 
done through various media including: online calendars, social media, community posters, word of 
mouth (through other organizations and individuals) and information bulletins on the island.  Social 
media has become a great platform to connect to those who enjoy the island, get the word out about 
FOPI activities and gauge the general interest and support for the nature programs.

Facebook: 35 (May) to 216 followers (March 2015)

Twitter: 127 (May) to 298 followers (March 2015)

Newsletter Mailing List: 47 subscribers (including members)

FOPI sent out eight newsletters this year.  Now that the foundation for these media have been built they 
will help with a larger marketing reach for 2015 programs and activities.  

This membership has not only provided new funds to the organization, it has helped identify keen 
volunteers and a larger supportive network that can spread the word and support ongoing needs.  
Further expansion of the membership program will be determined in the upcoming months and 
launched early in 2015.

INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL

For 2014, Friends of Petrie Island (FOPI) intended to do two invasive species removal events with 
approximately 25 volunteers at each event but found it more effective to do more events with smaller 
groups.  FOPI advertised two invasive species events in the summer and also partnered with the 
children's kayak camps to do invasive species removal during their two week class.  These totalled five 
events with 40 people total.  One event in the fall was organized with an Environmental Studies class at 
Carleton University.  For this event there were 22 students who helped remove buckthorn. 
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So in total FOPI had 62 people at six small events.  Approximately 50 m2 was cleared along the Bill 
Holland Trail of buckthorn.  A new method of deterring regrowth was used based on a recommendation 
by the Canadian Wildlife Federation: the trunk stubs were covered by tin cans to eliminate any sun 
reaching the plants.  The effectiveness of this method will be monitored in the upcoming year and 
beyond.

A backhoe was rented for two days this fall.  It was used for various tasks – one of which was invasive 
species removal.  The backhoe was used to remove weeds from the Native Wildflower Garden and 
along the trail to take out some buckthorn –  five large shrubs and eleven small plants.

NATIVE PLANTS

FOPI did a variety of plantings over the 2014 season to increase and strengthen the biodiversity of the 
nature reserve.  This included donated plants, transplanted flora and even some purchased potted and 
bareroot stock.  Staff and volunteers helped plant: 20 butternuts, 4 meadow rue, 1 lady fern, 5 boneset, 
4 elderberry, 10 each of: ninebark, sweet gale, elderberry, buttonbush for a total of 74 new plants.

Also to protect older trees from beaver damage approximately 70 trees were painted and/or 
wrapped/rewrapped with the help of volunteers this summer and fall.
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The backhoe was used for planting shrubs around the entranceway (where there is new information 
signage) and preparing garden beds for late fall and spring 2015 planting by removing overgrown 
dogwood to allow for more diversity. 

FOPI consulted with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority to determine the best shoreline 
protection and naturalization opportunities for the island.  The RVCA has contacted FOPI to offer free 
plants for a spring effort which FOPI is following up on.  FOPI is also in discussions with the Ottawa 
Stewardship Council to determine opportunities to collaborate including helping with the 
implementation of the shoreline naturalization plan.

TRAIL AMENITIES

One of the Bill Holland Trail's key sign boards was vandalized over the winter of 2013.  It had to be 
completely replaced and so a significant amount of the funds were directed to this task.  Trillium funds 
were used to purchase materials to rebuild this amenity and repair a few others.  New outdoor signage 
amenities were built to expand the nature programming beyond the Nature Centre.  Three new wall 
boards and four table sign boards were built to use for exhibits displayed inside the tent.  Touch-up 
painting was done on many of the outdoor benches, signs, and fences.  All in all 50% of the trail 
amenities were repaired.

The rented backhoe was used to improve the trails by spreading stone dust.
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ADULT NATURE TOURS AND EVENTS

As a follow-up to the 2013 Adult Nature Walk on Edible Plants that was well received, the Friends of 
Petrie Island held four nature walks in 2014 with 67 people attending these four tours.  The 
organization partnered with four local naturalists who spoke on the following topics: Edible and 
Medicinal Plants (one in June and one in August), Reading the Landscape (how local flora can provide 
clues as to the natural history of a location) and Woody Plants and Trees (in September).

Also the Friends of Petrie Island coordinated a one-day free event for adults and children called River 
Day in June. Twelve organizations participated – either bringing displays, leading a talk or offering a 
demonstration.  Some of the groups were local environmental groups and some were recreational 
(geocaching, stand-up paddleboarding).  Over a 150 people attended and the event was covered in the 
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local newspaper.   FOPI also held a members BBQ (August 12) so that members could meet each other 
and a volunteers appreciation BBQ (September 16).  FOPI also included a free public Monarch 
Waystation presentation (given by the Monarch Teacher Network) during FOPI's Annual General 
Meeting in October.  

The public was also encouraged to volunteer with the FOPI Biodiversity Crew which will provide 
opportunities to lend a hand out, meet other nature lovers and help protect the island.  Two events for 
the Biodiversity Crew were organized for the fall where volunteers wrapped and protected trees.

CHILDREN'S PARTICIPATION IN PROGRAMS 

Both the Junior Naturalist and the Young Naturalist program did very well this year.  There was also an 
increase in the number of schools that came for the nature programming at Petrie (compared to 2013).  

Year 2014                    2013                    %   increase  
School Program (# of children) 628 355 76%
Junior Naturalist (# of children) 365 262 39%
Youth Naturalist (# of children) 53 14 178%

The Summer Kayak Program at Petrie Island had a successful second year with 30 children.  They 
added some nature programming to their day including some invasive species removal which the 
children enjoyed.
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Two new events this year included a visit from the Children's International Summer Village (CISV) 
Program with 48 children visiting for a half day and a Fall Nature program for children ages 2-5 years 
old.  During their half day visit, the CISV participants learned about the natural history of the island 
and did a stewardship project to “give back” which included building an insect hotel, painting trees, 
planting seeds and citizen science monitoring.  For the six-week Fall Nature program which started in 
late September, the 12 children and their parents met once a week and enjoyed outdoor activities and 
crafts.  
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